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Some hasty comments from Keith Clark and myself:

Para 1. Most conspicuous danger is the extent to which grievances
of area states against the West offer the Soviets opportunity,

/]Ju,ﬁ-o with minimum of expense, to portray their area objectives as identical
t with those of such area states. They can thus touch off or stoke
A’ﬁf“' up anti-Western fires without running the risks of conducting a

very active subversive campaipgn, which could be counterproductive
from their point of view, since it might frighten local governments.

Para _3_. Overtures to Saudis should be mentioned.

Para li. Baghdad Pact is a skeleton organization désigned to have
pro-Western politiecal and psychological effects, in the first
instance, ana to serve as the basis for eventual development of
regional defense against Soviet attack in a general war. Its
relevance to "local aggression" appears limited.

Fara 7. Our memo to the airector (passed on to Hoover) is relevant
T reference to Iragi and Syrian intervention in Syria, though it
probably did not adequately relate dangers of supporting Iraq to
possibly greater dangers of letting things slide.

Para 9. Reference to Syria and Fgypt confusing. In Egypt we had
straight military takeover. In Syria particular danger is that
the army, which might undertake revolution, is heavily infiltrated
with leftists, fellow-travelline elements
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